Interventions to Promote Peer Social Interactions in Preschool Settings
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U n i v e r s i t y o f N o r t h C a r o l i n a a t C h a p e l H i l l (Brown , & Conroy, 2002) . For (McConnell, 2002; Rogers, 2000) . Indeed, children with disabilities have problems with peer interactions beyond difficulties expected based on developmental level (Guralnick, 2001a) . As the field of early childhood education has become more focused on academic issues, there has been concern among early childhood education professionals that this emphasis will result in a lack of attention to other key domains of development, including social development (Kauerz & McMaken, 2004) (Guralnick, 2001b, p. 483) . Guralnick (2001b) defined peer-related social competence as children's ability to achieve their interpersonal goals. These (Guralnick, 2001a (Asher, Parker, & Walker, 1996 Rogers, 2000) or for improving children's social competence (Guralnick, 2001a (1) arranging playgroups, (2) using toys that encourage social interactions, (3) setting up materials around familiar play themes, and (4) using preferred toys/activities (McConnell, 2002) . These interventions are relatively easy for teachers to implement, and researchers have found positive effects of these interventions ).
Odom and his colleagues (1999) (McConnell, 2002) .
Preschool-age children can be taught to engage in dramatic play using scripts for specific play roles (Rogers, 2000) . For (Goldstein & Cisar, 1992 (Rogers, 2000) . (Guralnick, 20016, p. 488 (Frea et al., 1999 
